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From Richard Florida, author of the bestselling books The Rise of the Creative Class and Who’s
Your City?, comes a book that frames the economic meltdown of 2008–09 not as a crisis but as
an opportunity to “reset.” In doing so, he paints a fascinating picture of what our economy,
society, and geography will look like—of how we will work and live—in the future.

“In his usual lucid and compelling way, Florida argues that elected officials ‘need to get over their
love affair with big renewal projects’ and steer money toward neighborhood ventures that
improve people’s lives.” — —Harvard Business Review“Enticingly contrarian” — —New York
Post“The Great Reset is an interesting, provocative and intelligent book. Florida is a witty and
entertaining writer…It’s well worth reading as a starting point for the future that’s coming our way
whether we’re ready or not.” — —Miami Herald“Richard Florida can be counted among the great
prophets of our age. This incredibly interesting and well-written commentator on the socio-
economics of the modern era has hit yet another grand slam, eclipsing his phenomenal ‘Rise of
the Creative Class.’” — —Falls Church News-Press“A breath of fresh air for anyone hoping that
Americans (and economists) will learn from their past mistakes.” — —The Daily Beast“A
thoughtful, generally hopeful assessment of where we are now, how we got here―and how we
can rebuild in the future.” — —BizEd magazine[U]seful in inspiring thinking about the future of
communities, of different types of jobs, and of the nature of work itself.” — —The Conference
Board Review“The Great Reset shows how new technology and the new geographies of living
and working come together to drive recovery….must reading for anyone who wants to
understand where we are now and where we are headed.” — —Chris Anderson, editor, Wired
magazine“This timely and thought-provoking book gives us important insights into the reshaping
of America’s economic and physical landscape.” — —Jeffrey D. Sachs, director of the Earth
Institute, Columbia UniversityFrom the Back CoverWe've weathered tough times before. History
teaches us that periods of "creative destruction," like the Great Depression of the 1930s, also
present opportunities to remake our economy and society and to generate whole new eras of
economic growth and prosperity. In The Great Reset, bestselling author and economic
development expert Richard Florida provides an engaging and sweeping examination of these
previous economic epochs, or "resets," while looking toward the future to identify the patterns
that will drive the next Great Reset and transform virtually every aspect of our lives. He distills
the deep forces that alter physical and social landscapes—how and where we live, how we
work, how we invest in individuals and infrastructure, how we shape our cities and regions—and
shows the ways in which these forces, when combined, will spur a fresh era of growth and
prosperity, define a new geography of progress, and create surprising opportunities for all of
us.About the AuthorAuthor of the bestselling The Rise of the Creative Class and Who's Your



City? Richard Florida is a regular columnist for The Atlantic. He has written for the New York
Times, the Wall Street Journal, The Economist, and other publications. His multiple awards and
accolades include the Harvard Business Review's Breakthrough Idea of the Year. He was
named one of Esquire magazine's Best and Brightest (2005) and one of BusinessWeek's Voices
of Innovation (2006). He lives in Toronto, Canada.Read more
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M. K. Vanags, “The Great Reset, reset with Food. Note: this review also includes a book named
"The Town that Food Saved", but it includes and compares and relates to the the Florida book
which also part of the reviewOne of my favorite quotes comes from an old curmudgeon I once
knew. I was sitting with him and an assortment of fellows at a coffee shop in a town where I once
worked. We were talking about the changing landscape of the community and the world. This
guy was usually very talkative, just like the other guys that were part of this coffee klatch. But,
today he sat a little bit removed from the tables we had pulled together to enjoy our dirty jokes
and teasing of each other. At age 40, I was by far the youngest of the group, with the oldest well
into his seventies. I can't remember his name, so let's call him Ralph. As the the conversation
went on, we started arguing about some local political activity until, finally, Ralph threw up both
hands, slammed one down on the table in front of him causing a seismic stir among the coffee
cups, water glasses and spoons on the table and declared in his loud sonorous voice, "I want
progress, it's change I don't like." Whaaaat???Needless to say, we were taken by surprise and
shocked into a very momentary silence until one of the guys broke out in big guffaws, which
were quickly followed by everyone else. While the quote is funny, ol' Ralph was dead serious,
and he had to think about it for second before he could wrestle a small smile out of the corner of
his mouth and laugh at himself as well.Ralph was experiencing the angst anyone has when they
see the world as they know it change. The angst is usually precipitated by an acute change in
their environment they don't like. In the `60s, it was the hippies and the peace generation that
caused anxiety when the world changed. In the `70s, it was sexual freedom and women's rights
that shook up the social order. In the `80s it was--well, I am not sure what it was--M.C. Hammer
or Vanilla Ice? Moving through the `80s and `90s and into this decade, the world has continued
to change--socially, culturally and economically. Do you want progress, but with very little
change? How about "progressive change," or "change that marches towards progress." Ralph
wasn't talking about any of that. He was concerned that all the things he understood to be the
world were changing for him, and frankly, he wasn't open to it or prepared for it.The recent
changes in the economy have forced us to thank about change and progress. Can Ralph live his
life of progress with no change? Can we have "progressive change?" Two books I have recently
read talk about this. One book addresses changes to a local economy; the other, changes to our
global economy. One is by an author of whom you have probably not heard; the other, by one I
have reviewed here before.In the first book, "The Town That Food Saved: How One Community
Found Vitality in Local Food" by Ben Hewitt, we learn about Hardwick, Vermont--a small town of
3,200 people -and how the local food movement took hold in that community. The author is a
local small farmer and writer who takes time to explore the people, places and nuances that
make up a local economy in one small town. The town, like many others throughout the country,
has had multiple economic personalities and is currently in the throes of change. Established in
March 1795, the town was at one time the center of the Vermont granite industry. Today it is



undergoing change and becoming, for better or worse, a town centered on the idea that people
ought to buy local food from local providers.The second book is by Richard Florida, author of
"The Rise of the Creative Class" and "Who's Your City?" and well-known among those interested
in economics, urban issues and economic development. Florida presents his idea that the
economy, at home and abroad, is in a period of change. The title of the book, "The Great Reset,"
says it all. Enormous changes are occurring in our society and our world that will reshape our
economy and our country as we know it. Florida, as he is so good at doing, provides plenty of
empirical data to support his argument, whether one wants to agree with it or not.Ben Hewitt
started reporting on Hardwick, Vermont as a reporter for Gourmet magazine in 2008. Prior to
this, a number of stories had been written in national media outlets such as the New York Times
outlining the changes occurring in Hardwick. As with many stories like this, people became
interested and wanted to learn more. What was occurring in this small out-of-the-way town that
was so compelling? Was it a model for sustainability for other communities throughout the
country who have gone through similar economic problems, perhaps here in the Midwest? Or
was it a nice story about a bunch of characters who have stumbled upon a momentary idea and
movement that is generating short-lived notoriety for its residents?Hewitt does a great job
developing the story which is really about a cast of characters--mainly, Tom Stearns, an
"agrepreneur" (Hewitt's word), founder of High Mowing Seed Company that has become the self-
appointed spokesperson and media darling for the food movement that has developed in
Hardwick. Stearns is a polarizing figure in Hardwick where half the people love him for what he
has brought to the community, and the other half, who just want progress and no change,
characterize him as the antithesis of that ideal. Stearns comes from an interesting background.
Raised in agricultural boarding schools, he created an organic seed company that provides over
600 types of seeds people can buy and plant in their own gardens. According to Stearns, it all
starts with seeds; even the cotton shirt one is wearing starts with seeds.Other characters in this
story include Steve Gorelick and Suzanna Jones, who operate a small farm on 40 acres and live
off the grid. Their view on the Hardwick phenomena is less than complimentary. Hewitt
describes a dinner he has with the couple whose sole purpose is to dissuade him from being
taken in by the movement. Influenced by quasi-anarchical writers and thought leaders, Gorelick
and Jones' primary issue is with the fact that business people and entrepreneurs have "taken
over" an already existing movement of "farmer-to-farmer" exchanges and sharing. Gorelick and
Jones' objections are less about this existing network and more about their primitive view of
economics and capitalism.In the end, Hewitt did an excellent job outlining and describing the
characters that make up Hardwick. Furthermore, he clearly outlined through the descriptions of
these characters the conflict and tension between those who have conducted the "back-to-
basics" farming so revered by the local food movement for years and those who have purported
to have discovered it and are now using it for financial gain. The descriptions of each player in
the Hardwick play is vivid and provides a sense that one is really there and witnessing the
conversations, the smell of the wood fires, the smell of the compost piles, the rich turned earth



and the slaughter of pigs and chickens.Hewitt's book is a tome on the conflict that occurs when
any system is upended or deconstructed. Living in the Midwest, we are so often led to believe
that the fields of corn and soybeans right outside our windows are growing food, when in fact
they are really producing an input for a large industrialized system of producing products that is
sold as food in our local grocery stores. I have a magnet on my refrigerator that says, "Try
Organic Food--Or as your grandparents called it, `Food.'" This is the true seed of the local food
movement. Michael Pollan, author of The Omnivore's Dilemma, says we ought to eat food our
grandparents or great-grandparents would recognize, or in his words, "eat food, not so much,
mostly plants"--a cure for the obesity problem in this country, maybe--but a solution to local
economies on a small scale, probably. This conflict between food systems is evident, as is the
conflict between those who want progress (or perhaps not) but little change.Hewitt's description
of what is going on in Hardwick is the type of change that Richard Florida describes in his book,
The Great Reset, but on a more macro level. Using history as his guide (as most social scientists
are apt to do), he looks at critical times in the past 150 years--the 1870 economic meltdown and
the 1930s' Great Depression--as predictors of our current times. Reading Florida's book on the
heels of reading Hewitt's, I was struck by the model Hardwick provided for a micro reset
occurring before our very eyes.If one is familiar with Florida's work, one knows that his books are
filled with well-researched data and analysis. This book is the first of his books that is void of
tables and charts, but amply footnoted with information supporting his theories. Fans of creative
class concepts have been quick to criticize Florida's new thought pattern in this book and his
previous book in abandoning the idea that cities can be revived by attracting a new creative
class and building a new innovation economy. Florida doesn't spend too much time on these
topics and, instead, spends more time looking back at what has happened over the past 100
years that has brought us to the current day. He appropriately suggests that we quit pointing
fingers and move forward with the huge investments and creation of social compacts that will
propel us into the future.Comparatively short for a Florida book, he delves into issues like
consumerism and how there may be new pattern emerging that suggests the era of "ownership"
of cars and houses may be on the wane, quite a reversal of a mere 10 years ago at the
beginning of the Bush-led "ownership society." He also describes the idea of transforming
service workers into a new wave of innovators; in other words, engaging our maids, fast-food
workers and others to develop new and innovative ways to provide cleaner hotel rooms and
better-tasting hamburgers. Of course, no forward-thinking economist worth his salt would leave
out a discussion of high-speed rail and its potential on our economy. Finally, Florida reaches
back into his last book to discuss the idea of "megaregions" such as "Bos-Wash," the
megaregion that stretches from Boston to Washington D.C. and includes New York,
Philadelphia, Baltimore and everything in-between. The closest megaregion to Central Illinois
would be Chi-Pitts, the second largest in the country with over 100,000 square miles, 46 million
people and $1.6 trillion in economic output.Florida's book is actually a pretty fast read. It started
from an essay he had written in The Atlantic Monthly and turned into this book which, frankly, is



an opinion piece on his views of all the new ideas that are currently "hot" and being talked about.
This is mostly evident in the very last part of the book called "A New Way of Life," where he
discusses new migration patterns (covered in Who's your City?), green and sustainable trends,
high-speed rail, renting versus owning and new jobs.How does Florida's book reconcile itself
with Hewitt's story about Hardwick? Florida talks about massive changes occurring in our
landscape and society. He discusses how megaregions are going to drive the growth of
economies and how in the new reset, people will be drawn to these areas more and more. We
will create new urban centers in suburbs which were once examples of sprawl, but now must be
connected by investment in new infrastructure like high-speed rail and high-speed fiber for easy
communications. Florida talks about change as does Hewitt. For those folks living off the grid in
northern Vermont hoping for an anarchical revolution where we all migrate back to the rural
areas, grow our own food and trade a pig's belly for some chickens with our neighbors, I am
afraid there is bad news if you read Florida's book. However, in some strange way, the people in
Hardwick are living and experiencing a local economy that can't be found in an economist's
study. They have created their own reset, as Florida describes. On a very local level they have
changed and moved their own economy forward through innovation, hard work and dedication
to common age-old principles that stand the test of time. Perhaps this is a more sustainable
approach to jobs and economic development.Whether one identifies with the agrepreneurs of
Hardwick or gets excited about the ability to travel on high-speed rail within the Chi-Pitts
megaregion and enjoy the idea of outsourcing your business to global locations, one would have
to agree that change is upon us. The economic bubbles of the past 12 years (technology and
housing), globalization, energy security, terrorism and banking meltdowns have people looking
at the cost of progress and the value of all their possessions. These are two excellent books that
look at the macro and micro changes that are occurring and impacting this view.Sorry, Ralph (if
you still get together for coffee with the old boys)--progress will always occur, and it can't help
but result in change. You may not like it, but it's time to adapt.”

Daniel George McKenney, “Good book from a more sunny perspective about the new world
order.. I thought it was a good book overall and thought provoking. I didn’t realize when I
purchased the book that it was written 10 years ago. I wonder If the author might revise some of
his ideas given how the Trump years brought back a lot of industry that this author along with
President Obama thought these industries were gone forever. Trump seems to have blown holes
through that idea. I also thought when I purchased this book it would be presenting the
dangerous direction of globalization and the expense of American values, the US constitution
etc. That being said, I am glad to hear another perspective and I do believe this book helped me
to see things with a wider lens. I do know that as time changes we must learn how to adapt or
our society will be weakened greatly. I would love to know the author’s 2020 perspective now
that we are going through Covid 19.”



Jocenir da Silva, “Excelente compra. Livro sensacional.”

The book by Richard Florida has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 154 people have provided feedback.
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